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Haeckel and Spencer. But he also aims to show that the various sciences, 
physics, biology, physiology, psychology, and ethics, constitute different 
kinds of knowledge, each of which may be pursued independently of, and 
as unrelated to, the rest. The author admits that this doctrine is old- 
fashioned, and we may well doubt whether it can ever be rehabilitated. 
It should be added that, while this little book is controversial in character, 
and contains not a'little debatable matter, it is throughout fair-minded and 
courteous in tone. E. Ritchie. 

Essais de critique et cF histoire de philosophic. Par S. Karppe. Paris, 

Felix Alcan, 1902. — pp. 224. 

Much of the matter contained in this volume is a genuine contribution 
to the study of a current of speculative thought, the importance of which 
has been hardly sufficiently recognized by most historians of philosophy. 
The part played by Jewish thinkers in moulding, or at least in modifying, 
the character of European speculation has been much greater than is com- 
monly supposed. The perusal of the book before us leads to the wish that 
its author might give us in consecutive and complete form the whole story 
of this Semitic influence. The essays, with the exception of one on Herder 
as the precursor of Darwin, are concerned with certain phases of Jewish 
philosophy in relation to the thought of Christendom. The first deals 
with the system of Philo, as shaping the doctrines and determining the 
method of exegesis in the Early Church. The following essay shows the 
effects on primitive Judeo-Christianity of the Jewish gnostic sects, older than 
Christianity itself and in some sort anticipating it in spirit and dogma ; 
their characteristics being anti-legalism and an insistence on the mediator- 
ial idea. 

The most interesting and important part of M. Karppe's work, how- 
ever, will be found in those essays which are devoted to Maimonides and 
to Spinoza. In the third essay, the two thinkers are compared and the 
extent of Spinoza's indebtedness to the mediaeval philosopher is discussed. 
Maimonides' s influence is rightly viewed as most clearly shown in Spinoza's 
ethical intellectualism. In a very interesting discussion on Richard Simon 
and Spinoza, it is demonstrated that to the latter rather than to the former is 
due the title of the founder of Biblical Criticism. That the great Jew was by 
far the bolder and more clear-sighted critic is certainly true, but the His- 
toire critique du Vieux Testament had probably a stronger and more 
direct effect upon the current conception of the Biblical writings than had 
the Tractatus Theologico-Politicus. In the other essays of which Spinoza 
is the subject, a strong emphasis is laid on the mystical factor in his 
thought ; this is not to be regretted, as so many of his commentators over- 
look or depreciate this in their endeavor to do justice to his scientific out- 
look and his logical acumen. 

E. Ritchie. 



